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Photography by
H O N G  P H O T O G R A P H Y  

A N D  C I N E M A  I N C .

In true starlet form, Brandi 

wore four different gowns 

during the wedding day. 

For the ceremony, she 

wore a mermaid gown by 

Mikaella Bridal from 

isabelle’s bridal, paired 

with Christian Louboutin 

heels and Elsa Corsi 

earrings from jeweliette.

Emy wore an Ike Behar 

tuxedo from debonair 

formal wear for the 

ceremony. His accessories 

included a Ferrucci bow 

tie, Salvatore Ferragamo 

shoes, a Gucci watch, and 

cufflinks, also from 

Debonair Formal Wear.
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B randi Alexander and Emy Aneke met thirteen years ago when they 
were cast as boyfriend and girlfriend in the film The Five People You 
Meet In Heaven. Their on-screen chemistry turned into a real-life 

romance and they’ve been together ever since. 
Every year since they began dating, Emy has planned an Easter egg 

hunt for Brandi. This year was no exception, however, Emy decided to do 
things a little differently. He handed Brandi a stack of cue cards, turning 
the annual tradition into a scavenger hunt. “Each egg I found led to 
something bigger and trickier,” describes Brandi. “The hunt ultimately led 
me to the fridge, where I found a basket of golden berries, my favourite 
fruit. I had to eat all the golden berries, which I thought was odd but was 
worth it because I finally found out why.” 

At the bottom of the basket of golden berries was a diamond ring and 
just as she spotted it, Emy got down on one knee in front of Brandi’s whole 
family and popped the question. “It caught me by surprise but it is a special 
memory I will never forget,” she shares.

Brandi and Emy said “I do” on July 21, 2017 in Vancouver, British 
Columbia. CC Roa of roa floral and event design provided full event 
planning services and design assistance. Brandi’s stunning bouquet was 
also designed by ROA Floral and Event Design, who provided all floral and 
decor for the wedding. The arrangement consisted of white roses, 
phalaenopsis orchids, and miniature white calla lilies. Roses were adorned 
with sparkling rhinestones and the bouquet stem was covered in white 
satin ribbon accented with a crystal rhinestone appliqué.

 Brandi and Emy were wed at the Celebration Pavilion in queen 
elizabeth park. Four tall, lush floral arrangements from ROA Floral and 
Event Design sat in glass vases atop clear pedestals and surrounded the 
altar. Florals consisted of cymbidium orchids, white dahlias, and white 
roses interspersed with greenery. Guests sat in gold Chiavari chairs from 
lonsdale event rentals. “Our ceremony was very special and when I 
said I didn’t think I would I cry, I was wrong. As soon as I saw my groom, 
I couldn’t help but start to cry. It was the happiest moment of my life,” 
recalls Brandi.

Deco Glam With A Nigerian Twist

making memories with stationery 

designed the couple’s art deco-

inspired invitation suite, which 

featured black card stock, a gold foil 

border, and a champagne envelope.

Hair styling services 

provided by juice 

salon and esthetics. 

Makeup application 

services provided by 

joanna leigh makeup.

The bridesmaids wore black and 

nude mermaid gowns designed by 

Morilee by Madeline Gardner.

The groomsmen wore black 

formalwear from debonair 

formal wear.



    6160 www.wedluxe.com60  
     

W E D L U X E     |     Vancouver & Western Canada Edition60

Brandi changed into a handmade 

Nigerian gown for the reception, which 

she accessorized with earrings, a 

necklace, and a bracelet, all made of 

coral beads and gold-plated beading 

and purchased in Nigeria. Emy also 

changed into a traditional Nigerian 

outfit given to him by his mother.
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“The biggest priority of my 
wedding was to make sure that  
I incorporated Nigerian culture 
into the reception. I wanted my 
guests to experience this side of 
Emy’s culture.”–brandi

    61

Nigerian drummers and dancers 

from kokoma productions 

performed at the reception.

A mirrored seating chart with calligraphy 

by the ayla view sat at the entrance to 

the reception venue.

The cocktail hour and wedding reception took place at the sutton place hotel vancouver. The focal point of the 

reception was undoubtedly the luxe sweetheart stage that sat on an elevated platform wrapped in white satin fabric 

from roa floral and event design. It featured an art deco-inspired custom-designed panel. Two fresh floral walls of 

hydrangea, roses, spray roses, and orchids flanked the black and gold panel. In addition, two floral arrangements from 

the ceremony were repurposed and stood at either edge of the stage. Behind the platform hung dramatic black draping 

from art of the party design inc., along with the pièce de résistance, an array of sparkling crystal garlands that truly 

embodied 1920s glam.

White chaise lounge from loungeworks 

furniture rental and decor.



    63www.wedluxe.com62

The bride requested that a touch of greenery be added to the reception florals, 
however, these were no ordinary greens. According to event planner CC Roa, 

“The majestic philodendron leaves requested were reminiscent of the greenery 
that surrounded the groom’s family garden in Nigeria.” roa floral and event 
design had 200 philodendron leaves shipped in from Colombia just three days 
before the wedding. These green accents, alongside white orchids, roses, 

hydrangea, calla lilies, green amaranthus, and bupleurum stems, made up the 
tall centrepiece arrangements. Smaller bouquets of the same florals in custom-
designed boxes with rhinestone appliqué from ROA Floral and Event Design 
comprised alternate centrepieces. A small clear box containing a Filipino pastry 
called polvoron from marked edible designs served as wedding favors.

TROPICAL ART DECO
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Place settings featured black satin linens and gold 

charger plates from art of the party design inc. 

Gold Chiavari chairs from lonsdale event rentals.

v

to see more, visit
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END 
NOTES
Catering was provided by the sutton place hotel 
vancouver. Brandi and Emy’s three-tier wedding 
cake was designed by marked edible designs and 
featured gold detailing and a bed of fresh white roses 
between each tier. The flavour was chocolate coconut 
and according to the bride, “it was to die for!” A 
chocolate table was also set up and included white 
chocolate-dipped strawberry pyramids with white 
roses, also prepared by Marked Edible Designs.

The customized black dance floor was produced 
by instyle floor wraps and featured the couple’s 
monogram and wedding date. In the evening, Nigerian 
drummers and dancers from kokoma productions 
performed for guests, in addition to a live jazz musician 
from musical occasions. dg media productions 
provided cinematography and a same day edit 
presentation. dj physik also provided his DJ services. 
AV and lighting were provided by The Sutton Place 
Hotel Vancouver. boss limousines provided their 
transportation services.

Brandi and Emy decided to do the unconventional 
and celebrate with both a pre-wedding honeymoon 
and a post-wedding honeymoon. Their “premoon” 
had them galavanting across Europe, starting in Belfast 
and ending in Paris, visiting Rome and Venice along 
the way. After the wedding, the couple embarked on 
a relaxing vacation to Cabo San Lucas. “This was much 
needed after our wedding. We enjoyed the rest and 
relaxation, soaking up the sun, and exploring the 
beaches of Cabo,” shares the groom. The couple 
currently resides in Surrey, where Brandi is an actress 
and Emy is an actor. 

For the reception dinner, 

Brandi wore a satin mermaid 

gown designed by Morilee  

By Madeline Gardner from 

the bridal gallery.

Brandi’s fourth look of the night was a lace 

Ellie Wilde gown from lisa’s bridal salon 

that was worn for the first dance. 

Framed “Mr.” and “Mrs.” place cards, black and gold 

menus, table numbers, and heart-shaped fan cards were 

provided by making memories with stationery.

Brandi and Emy sat at their own table featuring a cascading 

floral arrangement by roa floral and event design. 

Ellen Ho is an international photographer who runs 

a top boutique-style-photography studio based in 

Vancouver, BC, Canada. With a background in art 

and fashion, Ellen incorporates her innate sense

of design in her photography and gives something 

cosmopolitan, chic, and unique to her photos. 

A refined and polished boutique elegance has

become her signature style. And while seeking 

to embody the very essence of haute couture 

and luxury, she also captures a person’s unique 

personality and inner beauty. 
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