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Chanel’s sleek ponytail 

was styled by Sue 

Thompson. Makeup 

services were provided by 

Jessica Morgan.

Chris was dressed in a 

black tuxedo and bow-tie 

designed by Paul Smith, 

purchased from holt 

renfrew. 
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Lawyer chanel ohlson first met entrepreneur chris avarello in 2011 when chanel 
visited chris’ calgary-based auto detailing shop to have her vehicle repaired. 
The two struck up a conversation and started dating soon after. The rest, as they say, is 

history. In the summer of 2013, Chris planned a romantic proposal that began with dinner at 
the restaurant where the couple shared their first date. After dinner, the pair returned home 
where Chanel was surprised to see a pathway of candles leading to the front door and two 
glasses of champagne on the top steps. “Chris got on one knee, said something beautiful that 
I can’t remember to save my life, and put the most gorgeous ring on my finger. I love that 
walking through the entrance of our home reminds me of that amazing day,” says Chanel.  
  
The couple were married at the fairmont banff springs hotel, Canada's “Castle in the 
Rockies,” on May 10, 2014. Derek MacDonald from boom goes the drum was commissioned 
to provide event design and full-service planning for the celebration. The couple worked with 
Derek to assemble a team of talented creative professionals to bring their elegant yet modern, 
fairytale-like wedding to life. Chelsea Montgomery of stevie + bean paperie created the 
wedding stationery, featuring a custom monogram.

Tina Ross at the goldsmiths, a longtime family friend, created the couple’s wedding rings 
and loaned Chanel a diamond tennis bracelet that served as her “something borrowed.” The 
fashionable bridal party wore gold Zuhair Murad gowns from ette in Calgary and grey suits 
paired with white bow-ties from harry rosen. “I had a tall lady, a short lady, a lesbian, and 
a dude so needless to say dressing the bridal party was a task and a half,” quips Chanel. The 
bridesmaids dressed in gold wore matching quartz drop earrings from the goldsmiths and 
metallic Manolo Blahnik pumps. 
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COUTURE
GOWN 
The bride said “I Do” in an exquisite Elie Saab haute 
couture gown purchased in Paris. Calgary-based 
fashion retailer Courtney Kos of ette has an existing 
relationship with the acclaimed fashion house and 
assisted with the process. 

The soft peach-coloured ball gown featured sheer 
detailing on the arms and was embellished with 
sequins, beads, and floral appliqués. Chanel and Chris 
travelled to France to pick up the dream dress and 
enjoyed a pre-wedding honeymoon in The City of 
Light. “It was one of my best memories from the year 
because it gave us a chance to remove ourselves from 
the stress, enjoy each other’s company and be 
reminded of why we were doing all of this in the first 
place,” recalls Chanel of the trip to Paris.

During the ceremony, Chanel wore an ornate 
headpiece that echoed the embellishments on her 
gown and a chapel-length veil. Her lace pumps and 
clutch were also custom-designed by Elie Saab to 
complement the couture gown. The clutch was 
inscribed with the couple’s names and wedding date. 
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The wedding party photos included a playful set 

of inflatable swans. Chanel mentioned to 

photographer Phil Crozier of photophilcro that she 

dreamed of having swans at her wedding as a little 

girl—an almost impossible task at a spring wedding 

hosted in Alberta. As a surprise to the bride, Phil 

brought the blow-up swans as a fun, editorial twist 

on her childhood dream. 

The couple’s beloved dog, Lulu, was included in 

the festivities and wore a faux-floral collar for the 

“I Do’s.” 

“We promised, among other 
things, to be best friends 
for life.” –chanel

Lea Romanowski of designing on the edge produced the floral 

designs for the event, including the bride’s composite flower 

bouquet made with over twenty ivory vendela roses placed in 

a vintage pewter handle. The bridesmaids’ and flower girl 

bouquets consisted of ivory blooms in antique gold holders.

Judge Sean Dunnigan officiated the couple’s short and sweet wedding ceremony in the Ivor Petrak Room at the fairmont 

banff springs hotel. Classic Chiavari chairs were adorned with a single white rose, housed in a glass vase and finished 

with a ribbon that matched the seat colour. A white carpet runner provided by special event rentals and a hanging 

crystal chandelier completed the elegant, regal setting. The lily string quartet performed throughout the ceremony. 



GLAM
RECEPTION
Derek MacDonald from boom goes the drum and 
Lea Romanowski of designing on the edge 
collaborated on the design of the reception which 
took place in Mount Stephen Hall. “I was floored 
when I walked into the reception,” recalls Chanel. 

“Each table was unique and interesting on its own, but 
they all looked gorgeous grouped together.” The long 
head table featured glittery gold table linens from 
special event rentals and bouquets of all-white 
blooms.

The fairmont banff springs hotel catered the 
memorable wedding dinner while dj jared andres, 
discotecha spun jazz music. The band la all stars 
had everyone on the dance floor later in the evening. 

“I still have people telling me how great the music 
was,” Chanel says. 

Yann Blanchard of yann haute patisserie designed 
the couple’s contemporary, chocolate hazelnut and 
vanilla rum-flavoured white wedding cake. 

Yann Haute Patisserie also created French macarons 
that were placed in cedar boxes and given to guests 
as favors along with mini bottles of Moët & Chandon 
champagne. 

Chanel and Chris look back on the wedding as the 
best day of their lives. The couple followed their 
beautiful celebration with a honeymoon in Bali.  
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Phil has spent the last decade photographing 

fashion, portraits and weddings within Canada 

and abroad. Through his Creative Direction and 

playful rapport with his clients, he aims to capture 

timeless images that are both stunning and 

effortless. 

P HOTO P H I LC RO . COM   |   403.478.8528

A B O U T  T H E  P H O T O G R A P H E R

PHOTOPHILCRO
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